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Trigonometry
The Cosine Law



·  Recall: The primary trigonometric ratios (SINE, COSINE, TANGENT) only work for right triangles
· We can use the Cosine Law to determine missing triangle information for non-right angle triangles.

When to use Cosine Law?

· When you are given two sides of a triangle and the contained angle

· When you are given three sides of a triangle

Consider ΔABC, where A, B, and C are angles and a, b and c are side lengths
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The Cosine Law, therefore is:
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